THE   ATONEMENT.                    2C>3

Deity has made an act of sacrifice. This
act is explained as limiting Himself in
order to become manifest. " The Law of
Sacrifice might perhaps more truly be
called The Law of Manifestation, or the
Law of Love and of Life, for throughout
the universe, from the highest to the
lowest, it is the cause of manifestation
and life."1

" NOTE, if we study this physical world,
as being the most available material, we
find that all life in it, all growth, all pro-
gress, alike for/units and for aggregates,
depend on continual sacrifice and the
endurance of pain. Mineral is sacrificed
to vegetable, vegetable to animal, both to
man, men to men, and all the higher forms
again break up, and reinforce again with
their separated constituents the lowest
kingdom. It is a continual sequence of
sacrifices from the lowest to the highest,
and the very mark of progress is that
the sacrifice from being involuntary and
imposed becomes voluntary and self-
chosen, and those who are recognised as
greatest by man's intellect and loved most
1W. Williamson. The Great Law, p. 406.